, 1993). If PrP
Sc multiplies by imparting its conformation onto host-borne alternative interpretations can be offered (Popper, 1991) . Those skeptical of the prion hypothesis were quick in PrP C , organisms devoid of PrP C should be resistant to prion infection. This idea was compelling, but in the early pointing out that PrP C may be a receptor for a hitherto unidentified virus, whose ablation would confer antiviral days of prion research, no technology was available that would allow for the targeted removal of a specific gene resistance. Yet it is fair to say that the resistance to scrapie of Prnp knockout mice constitutes one of the from the mammalian genome. The molecular steps that emanate from prion replicamice (Weissmann and Aguzzi, 1999). This is clearly neurotoxic, as ablation of the Dpl reading frame from ZH-II tion and lead to such destruction are unknown. Some ., 2003) .
The challenges to a practical antiprion immunization, indicating that lymphoid tissue biopsy may be useful for ., 1998; Figure 1 
